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March 2, 2017 

 

Senator David R. Parks 

Chair, Senate Government Affairs Committee 

P.O. Box 71887 

Las Vegas, NV 89170-1887 

 

Re: SB 176, Funding of Public Safety Recording Devices through 9-1-1 

 

Dear Chairman Parks: 

 

On behalf of CTIA®, the trade association for the wireless communications industry, we 

are writing to oppose SB 176. The wireless industry has tremendous respect for our 

uniformed officers; however, the funding source in the bill would require wireless 

consumers to pay fees on their bills to support programs that are unrelated to wireless 

service. 

 

The industry is not commenting on the use of portable or vehicular event recording 

devices by certain peace officers. However, expenditures for general purpose public 

safety programs that have no connection to wireless services should not be funded by 

fees on wireless bills. We believe the use of 9-1-1 fees for purposes unrelated to 9-1-1 

programs is misleading to wireless consumers and could crowd out funding for 9-1-1 

enhancements that may be necessary in the future. 

 

The wireless industry takes public safety very seriously and it is our belief that 

competitively neutral and transparent 9-1-1 fees should be used to fund 9-1-1 

technologies. The majority of states impose a wireless 911 fee to help defray the cost of 

emergency communications systems. At its inception, the Enhanced 9-1-1 fee supported 

two phases. In Phase I, the Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) automatically receives 

the caller’s wireless phone number. In Phase II, the PSAP receives both the caller’s 

wireless phone number and location information. According to the National Emergency 

Number Association (NENA), as of October 2013 98.2% of the US population has Phase II 

capability. 

 

The next phase of 9-1-1 will be the rollout of Next Generation 9-1-1 (NG9-1-1). NG9-1-1 is 

intended to expand Enhanced 9-1-1’s current circuit-switch voice capacity to broader 

Internet Protocol-based (IP) systems that will accommodate voice, data and video 

transmission to PSAPs. As the federal government determines the national policy 



 

 

 
 
 

 

framework and standard for the NG9-1-1 ecosystem, it is inevitable that the states will 

also begin embarking on a similar examination of their 9-1-1 statutes, particularly with an 

eye toward funding NG9-1-1. In doing so, the goal should be to provide citizens with 

efficient emergency communications services, but to do so in a way that does not 

exacerbate further the current tax and fee burden on wireless consumers. 

 

Pending legislation in Congress would provide federal funding to assist states with NG9-1-

1 implementation. However, passage of SB 176 would make Nevada public safety 

agencies ineligible for federal funding because federal law prohibits grants to states that 

use 9-1-1 fees for purposes not related to the 9-1-1 system.  

 

For these reasons, we respectfully urge that SB 176 not advance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Lisa McCabe 

Director, State Legislative Affairs 

CTIA 

 


