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August 10, 2017 

 

Secretary Kimberly Lewis Robinson 

Louisiana Department of Revenue 

617 North Third Street  

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 

via e-mail to Kimberly.robinson@la.gov; Krissy.Thomas@la.gov 

 

Re:  Telecommunication Tax for the Deaf 

 

Dear Secretary Robinson: 

 

CTIA is writing on behalf of major wireless telecommunications providers doing business in 

Louisiana to request that the Department suspend implementation or seek a court order 

staying implementation of legislation that modifies the imposition of the 

Telecommunication Tax for the Deaf (TTD) tax.   

 

On June 23, 2017, the Governor signed House Bill 582 into law as Public Act 273. This 

legislation expanded the base of the TTD tax imposed by R.S. 47:1061(A) to include 

customers of wireless telecommunications service. The Act also lowered the rate of the 

tax from five cents per line per month to four and one-half cents per line per month. 

These changes will take effect on October 1st. 

 

The relevant portion of the statute reads as follows: 

 

There is hereby levied a tax of four and one-half cents per month to be assessed 

per line for each wireline access line and per telephone number for each wireless 

handset device on each residential and business customer of a local or wireless 

telecommunications service company operating in Louisiana. The tax shall be 

collected from each residential and business customer and remitted by each 

such company on or before thirty days after the close of each calendar quarter 

to the secretary of the Department of Revenue on forms proscribed by the 

secretary. (R.S. 47:1061(A) 

 

The statute makes it clear that the incidence of the tax is on the customer, and that the 

responsibility of the telecommunications service company is to collect the TTD tax from 

the customer and remit the tax to the Department.   

 

However, it is not possible for wireless carriers to collect taxes from consumers in half-cent 

increments. The carriers’ billing systems simply cannot support it. We are concerned that 

the inability to administer the tax imposed in half-cent increments could lead to audit or 
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legal issues in the future. We respectfully request that the law be stayed or suspended 

until the legislature has an opportunity to fix the law. 

 

Given the October 1st effective date, we respectfully request your prompt consideration 

of this request with a response by September 6, 2017. Thank you for your attention to this 

matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Lisa V. McCabe 

Director, State Legislative Affairs 

 

 

Cc:       Danell Gerchow, Assistant Secretary of Revenue 

Danell.gerchow@la.gov 

 

Luke Morris, Assistant Secretary of Revenue 

Luke.Morris@la.gov 
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