
 

1400 16th Street, NW ·  Suite 600 ·  Washington, DC 20036 ·  www.ctia.org 

December 12, 2017 

 

Honorable Bruce Rauner  

Office of the Governor 

207 State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

RE: Request for Signature – Senate Bill 1451 – Small Wireless Facilities Deployment Act 

 

Dear Governor Rauner, 

 

On behalf of CTIA, the trade association for the wireless communications industry, I am 

writing in support of Senate Bill 1451, the Small Wireless Facilities Deployment Act. The 

legislation creates a critical framework to promote job creation, economic investment 

and opportunity throughout Illinois and I urge your signature. 

 

The people of Illinois continue to demand – at increasing levels – access to wireless 

products and services. This is demonstrated by the fact that there are over 500,000 more 

wireless devices than Illinoisans1. Further, according to the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC), wireless subscribers in Illinois have grown to over 13.3 million subscribers, 

representing an 11% increase since 2010.2  These demands from the wireless industry’s 

customers require that wireless networks be both updated to meet the existing demand 

and readied for the next generation of wireless networks.  

 

Specifically, the existing rules governing wireless networks are designed for wireless facilities 

that can be as tall as 200 feet. Tomorrow’s networks will rely on new small cell technology, 

often the size of a shoebox, which will be placed on structures such as utility poles and 

streetlights.  These new networks need new rules and Senate Bill 1451 establishes an 

updated common sense framework to facilitate millions in new investment in Illinois.   

 

These small cells will help unlock new 5G services from remote healthcare solutions to 

autonomous cars. 5G networks will provide needed new capacity to accommodate 

growing consumer demands and help connect 100 times more devices. In a few short 

years, nearly everything will be connected to ubiquitous wireless networks at speeds up to 

100 times faster than today, thanks to the framework established by Senate Bill 1451. Illinois’ 

communities will be smarter and more connected, and entire sectors, from public safety 

to transportation, will be transformed.  

 

                                                      
1 U.S. Census, Population Estimates, at http://www.census.gov/popest/data/state/totals/2015/index.html, last 

accessed 12/5/2017. 
2 FCC, Voice Telephone Services Report: Status as of June 2015, August 2016, at https://apps.fcc.gov/ 

edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-340665A1.pdf, last accessed 12/5/2017. 

http://www.census.gov/popest/data/state/totals/2015/index.html


 
 
 

 

Accenture has found that 5G and small cell deployments will provide tremendous 

economic benefits. Specifically, Accenture estimates that wireless operators will invest as 

much as $275 billion nationwide over seven years creating up to three million jobs and 

adding approximately $500 billion to the U.S. GDP through direct and indirect potential 

benefits.3  More specifically in Illinois, 5G deployment in a community like Aurora may 

create over 1,800 jobs and increase GDP by $306 million, and a community like DeKalb 

may create over 400 jobs and increase GDP by $66 million.4 

 

In closing, over the past eighteen months, thirteen states – including nearby states Indiana, 

Iowa and Minnesota – have enacted statewide small cell legislation both streamlining the 

process for small cell deployment and imposing reasonable fees for access to the public 

rights-of-way. Appropriate siting and land use regulation will facilitate and encourage 

capital investment because capital tends to flow to places that are ready for investment. 

Enactment of Senate Bill 1451 will send a signal that Illinois is ready for investment.   

 

We strongly and respectfully urge your signature on Senate Bill 1451.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jamie Hastings 

SVP, External and State Affairs 

CTIA 

 

                                                      
3 “How 5G Can Help Municipalities Become Vibrant Smart Cities,” Accenture Strategy, Jan 12, 2017, 

https://newsroom.accenture.com/content/1101/files/Accenture_5G-Municipalities-Become-Smart-Cities.pdf, last 

accessed 12/5/2017. 
4 Ibid. 

https://newsroom.accenture.com/content/1101/files/Accenture_5G-Municipalities-Become-Smart-Cities.pdf

